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Announcements:

Springtime Japanese
Tea Ceremony
Please enjoy a peaceful moment and welcome Spring by joining
WLC and the B.A. Program in Japanese Language and Culture
for a Springtime Japanese Tea Ceremony at the University
Center Living Room on Thursday, Feb. 27 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Seatings are 45 minutes long, starting on the hour at 10 (10 a.m.
is by invitation only), 11, 12, 1, 2 and 3 p.m. There is seating for
30 participants and 15 observers each time. This Tea Ceremony,
served by Keiko Hashimoto, WLC ‘07, and her assistants, will
feature the theme of the Japanese Hinamatsuri, or Girls’ Day. For
more Information: Email: wlc@csumb.edu Phone: 831-582-3863.
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Editor’s Column
Beyond the Pen and Paper

CSUMB Associated Students
Election Events
Speeches
Monday, March 10
Student Center, West Lounge

Voting
March 24-26
Online @ as.csumb.edu

Debates
Tuesday, April 1
Student Center, West Lounge

AS Results Release Party
Thursday, March 13
Student Center. West Lounge

Erin Hawkins. Editor-In-Chief

President’s Speaker Series
The central theme this year is “Flourish Monterey County,”
and speakers will come to campus to
give thoughtful and
provocative discussions. Some of the speakers include:

Mary Jo Waits, the director of Human Services/Workforce
Division of the National Governors Association, will expand
and outline her ideas on how we can use leverage within
our university research to enhance economic development.

David

Kennedy will discuss the Boston Gun Project’s
Operation Ceasefire. This project has been credited to
reducing the amount of homicide rates within Boston.
Jeff Edmonson, the managing director of Strive Together will speak
abouthisgoalofimprovingthecradle-to-careerpipelinebyestablishing
a local strive initiative. This national group is working with CSUMB.

Free Tax Preparation
CSUM P> accounting st udents are volunteering to serve as tax preparers
lor the United Wav's Volunteer Income lax Assistance (VITA)
Program. Everyone . students, faculty, and stall with an income
under $57,000 last year is eligible to use the free service. The closest
location is the Marina Librarx every Saturday through April 12
Iron) 12 pan. to 3 pan. For a list ol all the locations and times, visit
the United Wav website at vvvvvv amilcdwav mcca.org/lrcc lax prep.

EHAWKINS@CSUMB.EDU

As a Cal State University student
newspaper, The Otter Realm
essentially serves two purposes: a
training lab for students interesting
in journalistic style writing,
and a forum for free expression
of campus issues and news, as
stated in the Editorial Policy.
Students in The Otter Realm
Workshop have the opportunity
each semester to explore and
report on topics central to the Cal
State Monterey Bay (CSUMB)
community, while at the same
time expanding their rights to free
speech and freedom of the press.
Playing the role of a journalist in a
community is never easy, you learn
quickly that words have special
powers within their connotations.
Within the words and images you
project beyond your pen and paper,
the power of free speech carries
with it certain responsibilities.
In these past few weeks, the
reporters of The Otter Realm have
explored several different areas
of free speech and the effects
it can have on a community.
In this issue of The Otter Realm,
staff reporter, Mojolo Osifeso,
reported on issues associated
with the history of the “N-word”
in society at the “N-Word: What’s

Okay, what's not okay, and
what's in the grey” workshop
facilitated by the Otter Cross
Cultural Center on Feb. 12.
It is workshops such as
these that pose the question of
responsibility one has to free
speech within different contexts
and communities. It also brings to
light what we owe to each other as
members of society, and what we
owe to ourselves as individuals.
So what is okay, what is not
okay, and what is in the grey of
each community we currently
live in? By looking at the social
norms of free speech within
each community, we get an
idea of the values and beliefs
the community member's hold.
For example at CSUMB,
outsiders can look into our
academic
community
and
find some of our values of
diversity and multiculturalism
embedded in our freedom of
expression in the form of murals,
marches,
ami
monologues.
Staff
reporter,
Llartiza
Rodriguez,
investigates
the
removal of the Vision Mural
located on the corner of Inter
Garrison Road and Fifth Avenue.
While many students voiced
concern for the loss of this vocal
painting that portrayed the past,
present, and future of CSUM B and
Fort Ord, this new blank canvas
allows an opportunity for voices
and expression in the form of art.
This issue of The Otter Realm
also touches upon the 'fake Back
lheNight event tobeheldon March
6, where women of the Theta
Alpha Sigma sorority will gather
to march and bring awareness
to the topic of sexual assault.
Whether students, faculty, or
staff realize the impact of their
words, actions, and voices, it is
events such as these reported
in The Otter Realm that shape
a community, and produce
its social norms and values.
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What You Otter Be Doing
February 27 - March 12
2/27

2/28

3/1

SH & RL RESERVATION
DAYS Q&A

FRIDAY MOUNTAIN
BIKE RIDE

AS EXCURSION: A DAY
© SAN FRAN ZOO

Student Center - Rm 150

Otter Cycle Center
Fridays: 12pm-3pm

9am-7pm

12pm2tm

OUT OF THE BLUES
Health & Wellness Services
3:30pm-5fm

WOMEN’S
WATERPOLO GAME
CSUMB Swimming Pool
1pm-4pm

PRIDE CLUB MEETING
Student Center - Rm 120

DESIGN STUDIO MEETING
Media learning Center - Rm 160

Thursdays: 4pm-6fm

Meet © Student Center

OAK WOODLAND
RESTORATION PLANTING
OH Campus
10aw-1fm

4pm-5:45pm

GZA SOCIAL W/DOR
Student Center - West Lounge
Spm-Bpm

MUSIC © MONTE’S
Monte’s Dining Room
Thursdays: 6pm 9»m

3/2

3/3
SLUTWALK COMMITTEE
MEETING
Student Center - Rm 113

3/6

3/7

3/8

RHA ELECTIONSTABLING

MEDITATION FOR
DAILY LIVING

NATIONAL DAY OF
UNPLUGGING

PINNACLE ROCK
CLIMBING

MEN’S & WOMEN’S
SOCCER

Health & Wellness Services

Main Quad

Off Campus

CSUMB Sports Center

12pm-1pm

12pm-2pm

Student Center
12pm-2pm

OTTERS GOT TALENT
AUDITIONS

Library - Rm 1188

Student Center - West Lounge

YAM

12pm-1 :30pm

4pm-5pm

Health & Wellness Services
Wednesdays; 3:3Qpm-5pm

AS SENATE MEETING
Personal Growth
& Counseling Center
Tuesdays: 4pm-5:10pm

ZUMBA

Health & Wellness Services
3:30pm- 5pm

OTTERS GOT TALENT
AUDITIONS
Student Center - West Lounge

OTTERS GOT TALENT
AUDITIONS

HMMSPOKENTO
WRITTEN ENGLISH

Student Center - West Lounge

Library

4pm-5pm

4pm-6pm

MUSIC © MONTE’S

Black Box Cabaret
Mondays: 6pm-7pm

6pm-7pm

Monte’s Dining Room
Thursdays: 6pm -9pm

RHA GENERAL
ASSEMBLY MEETING

OCF WEEKLY MEETING
Library - Rm 1180
Tuesdays: 7:50pm-10pm

PILATES
Black Box Cabaret
Wednesdays: 6pm-7pm

3/10

3/11

3/12

AS SENATE MEETINGS

WOMEN’S
WATERPOLO GAME

MEDITATION FOR
DAILY LIVING

CSUMB Swimming Pool

Health & Wellness Services

Student Center - Rm 120
Mondays: 12:15pm-2pm

3pm-6pm

12pm-1pm

WOMEN’S GROUP

NSLS RE-BROADCAST:
JIM CRAMER

ZUMBA
Black Box Cabaret
Mondays: 6pm-7pm

RHA GENERAL
ASSEMBLY MEETING
Student Center * Rm 120
Mondays: 7pm-8pm

Personal Growth
& Counseling Center
Tuesdays: 4pm-5:10pm

U-JAM
University Center • Rm 116
6pm-7pm

AS CANDIDATES
FORUM SPEECHES
Student Center * West Lounge
7pm-9pm

OCF WEEKLY MEETING
Library - Rm 1180
Tuesdays: 7:50pm-10pm

FRIDAY MOUNTAIN
BIKE RIDE
Otter Cycle Center
Fridays: 12pm-3pm

BASEBALL GAME
CSUMB Baseball Field
11am-5pm

SOFTBALL GAME
CSUMB Softball Reid

SOFTBALL GAME
CSUMB Softball Reid

OTTERS GOT TALENT
AUDITIONS
Student Center - West Lounge

University Center - Rm 116

Student Center - Rm 120
Mondays: 7pm-8pm

3/9

U-JAM

10am-2f»

OUT OF THE BLUES

WOMEN’S GROUP

Student Center - West Lounge
4pm-5pm

9fm-1am

3/5

WRITING A WINNING
PERSONAL STATEMENT!

OTTERS GOT TALENT
AUDITIONS

University Center - Ballroom

3/4

1 AM

Student Center - Rm 120
Mondays: 12:15pm-2pm

MEET THE GREEKS

PRIDE CLUB MEETING

12pm-6pm

RIO SALINAS
World Theater
8pm- 10pm

Student Center - Rm 120
4pm-5:45pm

A SHOT OF REALITY
Black Box Cabaret
8pm-9:30pm

Student Center - West Lounge
3pm-6:30pm

YAM
Health & Wellness Services
Wednesdays: 3:30pm-5pm

AIMEE SUZARA
BOOK LAUNCH
University Center - Living Room
5pm-7:30pm

PILATES
Black Box Cabaret
Wednesdays: 6pm-7pm

FOR MORE EVENTS, VISIT THE CSUMB MASTER CALENDAR ONLINE © CALENDAR.CSUMB.EDU

GOT AN EVENT? LET US KNOW! OTTER REALM@CSUMB.EDU
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FOCUS on Community
and Sustainability
Event Promotes Sense of Place
Cordero Usrey, Staff Reporter
COUSREY@CSUMB.EDU

The goal of building a sustainable and
healthy life requires knowledge of the
local places we inhabit. This is one
of the core messages of the seventh
edition of the Focus on Community
and
University
Sustainability
(FOCUS)
showcase,
where
the
central theme was a “sense of place.”
Every aspect of the event on Feb.
12 was designed as an invitation to
consider the connections between local
decisions, every day lifestyles, and
the impacts on the environment. The
whole design of the event represented
an example of sustainable decisions:
the lunch serving-vegetarian and
local produce, the efforts to minimize
waste, the local organizations invited
to tabling, and the speakers helping
to
understand
the
context
of
Monterey Bay and
its ecosystem, all
contributed diverse
perspectives to understand how a sense
of place and a sense of care is vital for
its preservation and regeneration.
The event’s presentations addressed
many problems and solutions to
the
ever-growing
environmental
issues within Monterey County.
The
showcase
began
with
a
job
discussion
by
several
businesses, including the Marina
Coast Water District and Central
Coast Energy Services, and their
plans to make their businesses
more sustainable in the future.
CSUMB Environmental Science
professor and host of the FOCUS
event, Dan Fernandez, opened the
presentations
featuring
several
speakers: CSUMB President Eduardo
Ochoa,
CSUMB
Professor
and

Archaeologist Dr. Ruben Mendoza,
Landwatch Executive Director Amy
White, Mayor of Gonzales Maria
Orrozco, author and activist Bill
McKibben, and CSUMB Watershield
Institute Co-Director Laura Lee Lienk.
White’s presentation focused on
urban growth within the community.
Landwatch
is
an
organization
promoting resourceful land usage
in the Monterey County. White was
opposed to a housing development
that would extend Seaside’s borders
into Fort Ord and into CSUMB regions.
Her solution was to renovate and begin
new construction in some of the run
down areas like Broadway in Seaside.
While this is more difficult and
costly, it could be better for the
community to improve some of the
blight areas in the area. “Citizen
involvement is the only way these

""Citizen involvement is the
only way these changes get
madegg
changes will be made,” said White.
The
most
anticipated
guest
of the afternoon was renowned
environmentalist and activist Bill
McKibben, author of the book, “End
of Nature.” McKibben was unable to
attend the showcase, but he provided
an informative video presentation.
His video included his proposition to
move away from fossil fuel, as well as
ideas to help keep Monterey beautiful.
Fernandez ended the presentation
with a quote that summed up the
main idea behind the showcase,
“Take care of the land and it will
take care of us.” For those interested
in joining FOCUS or want to
contribute, contact Dan Fernandez
via email at: dfernandez@csumb.edu.

(From left to right) Amy White, Laura Lee Lienk, Dr. Ruben
Mendoza & Rene Mendez answer questions from the audiencs
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Increased Fees for More Services?
Petition Could Cause Increase in Student Fees
Garrett Hambaro, Staff
Reporter
GHAMBARO@CSUMB.EDU

The Associated Students
(AS)
of
Cal
State
University Monterey Bay
(CSUMB)
submitted
a
petition on Monday, Feb.
24 that, if passed, could
create a referendum on a
student fee increase. The
referendum
would take
place March 24 starting at
5 p.m. and concludes on
March 26 at 5 p.m. The
voting would take place
online at as.csumb.edu.
If passed, the referendum

would increase the AS fee
by $22 from the current
$48, amounting to a new
total of $70 per semester.
According to AS, inorder
to accommodate a growing
student body, the AS fee,
which has not changed in
14 years, must be increased.
AS intends to use this
fee to deliver CSUMB
students with current and
new services including
increased
funding
for
grants and scholarships,

improvements
to
the
Student Center as well
as larger scale events.
The fee would increase
revenues for AS by $246,400
at current enrollment levels.
AS believes that if the fee
does not pass, clubs and
organizations that currently
receive funding may have
a deacrease in funding.
For more information
contact
Brett
Roberts
at
aspresident@csumb.
edu or visit as.csumb.edu
BRETT ROBERTS,
ASSOCIATED STUDENTS
PRESIDENT

CSUMB Finds
New Provost
Irwin Accepts Position for the Next
Academic Year
Dr. Irwin received her BA, MA,
and PhD from the University’ of
California, Berkley. As higher
Dr. Bonnie Irwin accepted education being one of her
California
State
Univeristy primary research areas, Dr. Irwin
Monterey
Bay’s
(CSUMB) has specialized in undergraduate
interdisciplinary
position as Provost and Vice research,
President for Academic Affairs. studies, and inclusive evidence.
The Provost and Vice President
Starting July 7, 2014 Dr. Irwin
of Academic
will succeed
Julio Blanco "Dr. Irwin has specialized Affairs
reports
CSUMB’s
in undergraduate research, directly to
acting
Interim
interdisciplinary studies, President
Eduardo
Provost
and inclusive evidence
Ochoa, acting
for
as
Chief
this
academic
year. Academic Officer and education
Dr. Irwin is currently Dean of leader of CSUMB. As The Chief
Arts and Humanities at Eastern Academic Officer, the Provost
Illinois University’ (EIU) as well oversees and directs all aspects
as a full professor of English. of CSUMB’s academic program.
Alex Hennessey, Staff Reporter
AHENNESSEY@CSUMB.EDU

PHOTO BY
ESTELLA PORRAS

Take Back
the Night
Shatter the Silence, Stop the Violence
Kendahl Meno, Staff Reporter
KMENO@CSUMB.EDU

“Women,
Unite!
Take
back
the
night!”
Theta Alpha Sigma will be hosting
Take Back the Night on March 6, 2014
to raise awareness on the
topic of sexual assault.
Theta Alpha Sigma
is asking for everyone
to
wear
the
color
purple and to meet in
the West Lounge of
thp Rturlpnt fpntpr at
7 p.m. Following the making of
posters and a brief discussion, the
march will begin and end back at the
student center for a candlelight vigil.

Statistics show that one in every
three women worldwide are or will
be victims of sexual assault. Half
of these crimes will go unreported
leaving women of all ages to be afraid
of walking alone in fear of becoming
a victim to sexual assault themselves.
In result to
this, the ladies
of Theta Alpha
Sigma
want
every woman
on
campus
to know that
they are not
alone, and that they should not
be afraid to walk alone in fear of
becoming a victim to sexual violence.

"One in every
three women...are
the victim of sexual
assault "

°J
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Empowering Women Everywhere
Monterey Bay Chapter of the United Nations Association
Celebrates International Women’s Day
Giovanna Nebbio, Staff Reporter
GNEBBIO@CSUMB.EDU

International Women’s Day
is gaining steam since it was
founded. Beginning in 1908,
15,000
women
marched
through the streets of New
York, demanding shorter work
days, better hourly wages, and
the right to vote. The day has
grown to become an official
holiday in over 28 countries.
This year, International
Women’s Day is Saturday,
March 8, and the theme is
“Inspiring
Change.”
The
theme encourages positive
methods of advocacy for
women’s
advancement
internationally.
Women
around the world are asked to
push the limits and no longer
be defined by the status quo;
the goal is to support women’s
equality and be an advocate
for inspiring positive change.
The
idea of women’s
empowerment launched after

the United Nations declared
the unified theme, “Equality
for Women is Progress for
All.” Countries are encouraged
to select their own additional
themes to bring a sense of
unity among women in order
to tackle this important issue.
The
Monterey
Bay
Chapter
of
the
United
Nations Association (UNA)
is enthusiastic about their
participation to demonstrate
the importance of this day
and issue. The organization
will host a potluck event
Friday, March 7, including
playing a short documentary
entitled “ipoder!” about the
power of girls for change in
Guatemala as well as a lecture
by Dr. Denise Dunning.
International
Women’s
Day is a vital day to the UNA
Monterey
Bay
Chapter’s
Program
Chair,
Gabriele
Simbriger-Williams.
She
expressed
her
thoughts

about the importance of this
day, “Young women and
men in the US might think a
special Women’s Day is not
necessary anymore since they
feel equality is achieved or
close, but if you look closer,
that is not really so, like in
income levels and in political
representation where women
still lag behind in the U.S.”
She continued to explain
how, “the U.S. hasn’t even
ratified the UN Convention
on the Elimination of All
Forms
of
Discrimination
Against Women (CEDAW).”
Simbriger-Williams
is
passionate about the cause and
feels it is necessary to promote
the rights of women, but she
feels we have a long way to
go before there is change, “I
think we are far from having
achieved goals of equal rights,
education, and women’s well
being.” The UNA Monterey
Bay’s event is a way to remind

and show people the struggles
and, “to remind us of this
and not to lessen our efforts
to advance.” According to
Simbriger-Williams,
Dr.

Denise Dunning’s speech,
“Investing in Girls Globally,”
“is a good way to get there.”

UNA Monterey Bay Chapter’s Program
Chair, Gabriele Simbriger-Williams.

photo by:
garrett hambaro

Lights, Camera, Action!
Otter Realm Reporting Live
Janine Adams, Staff Reporter
JAADAMS@CSUMB.EDU

Otter Realm Live, a live
broadcast of the events in the
Otter Realm newspaper, will
air every Wednesday from
the Bomb Shelter of Cal State
University
Monterey
Bay
(CSUMB). The show will be
on locally from 1:30 p.m. to 2
p.m., broadcasting on channel
71 as well as streaming
online
at
ottermedia.net.
The Otter Realm reporters
reintroduced this brand new
“news show,” offering live
reports on news stories, events,

weather, sports interviews,
and commentary relevant
for the campus community.
Otter Realm Live will
feature Llaritza Rodriguez,
a junior Cinematic Arts &
Technology major minoring
in journalism.
Rodriguez
will report the news from a
caring aspect. “I care about
my community. It’s important
to keep them informed,” she
said. Every week she will be
joined by a rotating co-host.
The first broadcast of Otter
Realm Live took place on Feb.
26. The producers expect the
Otter Realm Live to become

a landmark of information
for the community. The show
has a permanent presence
of
Associated
Students
communication
officers,
updating the community of
student governance and events.
This news project is the
result of a collaborative
effort between Otter Media,
his director Steven Levison
and the Otter Realm team.
Listeners are invited to call
the studio, ask questions and
engage with guests. The phone
number is 831-582-3888.

Designed By: Nolan Davis
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Celebrating the Black History of Monterey Bay
Preserving the Untold Stories of the African-American Community
Lauryn Floyd, Staff Reporter
LFLOYD@CSUMB.EDU

As February concludes Black
History Month, many continue
to celebrate the resilience
of African-Americans and
their struggle for freedom of
oppression in this country.
However, much of the legacy
of African-Americans here on
the Monterey Peninsula and

conducted
a
two-year
project that explored the
history of African-Americans
on
the
Central
Coast.
This project was titled, “The
African-American
Legacy
Project” and was composed of
art exhibitions, special events,
and a conference. The focus of
the project was to tell the untold
legacy of African-Americans,
who have been in this region

an urgency to record their
stories before they could
be potentially lost forever.
“These histories need to
be told and it is up to your
generation to preserve them.”
The importance of this
perspective is rooted in learning
from the past, preserving its
essence, and using it as insight
towards
the
possibilities
of the present and future.
One
major
component
of
the
AfricanAmerican Legacy
project is the
collection of oral
stories told by
several of the
African-American
pioneers
of
the black community in
the
Monterey
Peninsula.
During the first half of the
twentieth century, AfricanAmericans
faced
many
barriers in obtaining equal
opportunities here on the
Monterey Peninsula. In one
of the oral interviews, Helen
Rucker, one of the first black
educators in
Monterey
County recalled, “I went down
to the school district to get a
job, and the woman told me I
don’t have no job for you. So
I went out on Broadway, and
asked the first black person
I saw, ‘Honey, who is the
president of the NAACP?”
In the 40s and 50s, AfricanAmericans
around
the
country struggled with issues
of redlining, the practice of
arbitrarily denying banking,
loan and insurance services
to specific neighborhoods,
generally based on the racial
and demographic composition
of the neighborhood. Here in
this region, African-American
men and women overcame
oppression
and
achieved
great feats despite their
struggles in obtaining jobs,
housing and fair treatment
during the 1940s and 50s.

"The importance of this perspective
is rooted in learning from the past,
preserving its essence, and using it as
insight towards the possibilities of the
present and future"

their contribution to American
history
remains
untold.
Professor
Mesa-Bains,
former director of Visual
and Public Art (VPA) at
Cal State Monterey Bay
(CSUMB), attributes this to

Congressional Meeting On The Dunes.
The First Baptist Church of Pacific Grove,
established 1909

the fact that, “We don’t want
to talk about racism, redlining,
housing
and
educational
discrimination but to discuss
the
history
of AfricanAmerican history here in
Monterey means you will have
to address issues of racism.”
In
2009,
the
VPA
department and the National
Steinbeck Center of Salinas

for more than a century now.
Although
the
project
was completed almost five
years ago, the importance
of its
purpose
remains
relevant not only to the black
community, but to today’s

PHOTO PROVIDED BY: THE AFRICAN
AMERICAN LEGACY PROJECT

generation
as
a
whole.
Mesa-Bains
was
one
of the project’s directors,
and she believes it is
important to “protect this
treasure that is our history.”
Mesa-Bains explained that
many of the African-American
leaders of the community in
the Central Coast were aging,
some dying, and there was

Here are a few of the pioneers of
the African-American community
of Monterey Bay, as featured in the
project:
- Mae Johnson was a pioneer in the Civil

Rights Movement on the Monterey
Peninsula. She helped to integrate the
faculty and student populations at several
middle and high schools on the Peninsula.
Mae was named the California State
Legislature’s 1987 Woman of the Year.
- Jannie Williams, a long time elementary
school teacher was one of the first
African-American teachers in Monterey. Her
husband, Elwood Williams, served for 22
years in the Monterey County Housing
authority.
- Pearl Carey was an inspiring woman,
who became a prominent figure on the golf
courses throughout the Monterey
Peninsula. She was the second female and
second African-American to receive USGA
Joe Dey Award in 2005. Carey was
instrumental in promoting junior golf and
First Tee of Monterey hailing the impor
tance of minority participation in the sport
of golf.

Congressional Meeting On The Dunes.
The First Baptist Church of Pacific

PHOTO PROVIDED BY: THE AFRICAN
AMERICAN LEGACY PROJECT
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New Affordable Apartments to
Open Near Campus
Serving Very-Low Income Families and Full-Time Students Who Qualify
Cherri Wilson-Thornton, Staff Reporter
CWILSON-THORNTON@CSUMB.EDU

Currently under construction
in Marina, on the corner of
Second Avenue and Ninth
Street, is the University
Village Apartments (Eden
Housing Management), which
consists of 108 apartment
units that represent an
affordable housing component
of a 400 acre master planned
community due for completion
by
February
of
2014.
“In order for a household
of full-time students to be
considered eligible, they must
meet one of several criteria as
a full-time student (including
K-12 and adult dependents),”
confirmed
by
Leanne
Butterfield, Associate Director
of
Property
Operations
for Eden
Housing,
Inc.
Butterfield points out five
important
specifications
that full-time students and
other students (K-12 and
adult dependents) need to be
concerned with when applying.
The first specification applies
to, “any member of the
household who is married
and either files or is entitled
to file a joint tax return.”
The second specification
requires that the household
consists of a least one single

108 units will be ready by
February 2014.

parent and his or her minor
children, and the parent is not
a dependent of a third party.
Any children may be claimed
as a dependent of either parent,
regardless of tenancy in unit.
A
third
specification
Butterfield pointed out is that
there must be one member
of a family household who
receives
assistance
under
Title IV of the Social Security

within the previous 6 years.”
Costs for a one-bedroom unit
(620 sq. ft.) ranges from $354 $614. A two-bedroom (857 sq.
ft) lists between $421 - $732
and a three-bedroom (1,222
sq. ft) costs between $491
to $851. There is a security
deposit of one-month’s rent
and no pets are allowed.
According to the Application
by South County Property

"The main reason for the
‘student rule’ is to avoid using
the term ‘student housing’ in
the traditional sense in order
to target families and those
individuals who are working "
Act such as through AFDC,
TANF,
CalWORKS
and
not through SSA or SSI.
Fourth, at least one family
member “is enrolled in a job
training program receiving
assistance under the Work
Investment
Act
(WLA)
formerly known as the Job
Training Partnership Act, or
similar federal, state or local
laws,” according to Butterfield.
The
fifth
specification
requires,
“at
least
one
member of the household is
under age 24 and has exited
the
Foster Care system

Management,
University
Village Apartments was made
possible
through
funding
received by several housing
programs such as the Dept,
of
HCDMulti-Family
Housing Program, State of
California Dept, of HCD-State
HOME, Federal Low Income
Housing Tax Credit Programs
and
NeighborWorks.
Butterfield says that while
there is language related to
students all throughout this
chapter, the most important
guidelines with regard to the
student rule start on page

Apartment complex built on
2nd Ave. in Marina

43 (9), at the bottom and
continue through page 44 (10).
CTCAC
administers
the
LIHTC
Program
in
the
State
of California.
“The main reason for the
‘student rule’ is to avoid using
the term “student housing”
in the traditional sense in
order to target families and
those individuals who are
working,” said Butterfield.
For
any
questions
regarding the criteria for
full-time students and the
Student Rule, please contact
Butterfield at Eden Housing,
Inc., at 510-247-8131 or you
can send her an e-mail at
lbutterfield@edenhousing.org
Everyone is encouraged
to apply and Eden Housing,
Inc. is ready to work with
students to help determine

PHOTOS BY
CHERRI WILSON-THORNTON

if the “student rule” applies
to their situation, Butterfield
explained. For those California
State University Monterey Bay
(CSUMB) students who would
like to apply at the University
Village Apartments, there
are a few hoops you to go
through. It might be worth
the
effort
because
the
apartments are brand new,
directed to low income
families and are right next
door to the CSUMB campus.
For applications, please
contact either South County
Property Management (Agent)
in Morgan Hill at 408-7780276 or Cypress Gardens
Apartments
in
Marina,
at 831-384-6553 / 0366.
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Nu Alpha Kappa's Ten Year Anniversary
The History and Values of NAK
Avneel Singh, Staff Reporter
ASINGH@CSUMB.EDU

“Men of Mind, Men of Culture,
and Men of Pride,” is the
official motto of the Nu Alpha
Kappa (NAK) fraternity. NAK
is celebrating their io year
anniversary as an organization
at
Cal
State
University
Monterey Bay (CSUMB). To
celebrate, NAK is hosting a
banquet in Salinas on Friday,
Feb. 28, marking the exact
day of their anniversary.
Their celebration will also
consist of a community
service and a main event.
Nz\K originated in San Luis
Obispo in 1998 by 11 founding
fathers. NAK is a Latino based
organization
incorporating
all cultures, and currently
,there are 24 established
NAK chapters in California,
Colorado
and
Nevada.
NAK’s
pillars
include:

academics,
culture
and
brotherhood.
Along with
these pillars, the fraternity
has three national events,
which
are
Pledgefest,
NAKfest,
and
National
Leadership
Development
Conference (NLDC).
At
Pledgefest, all chapters join
together at a designated
housing chapter and new
members
are
introduced
to brotherhood through a
series of events.
NAKfest
is a festivity of brotherhood
through a series of events and
sports that celebrates yearly
accomplishments. NLDCtakes
place at the end of the summer
and it is a day-long event filled
with workshops focusing on
creating the new executive
boards and the preparation
for
community
service.
NAK is passionate about
helping the communiy through

higher education. NAKland, is
a yearly kids carnival that is
open to the community and
is free. NAK also participates
in the Bone Marrow Registry
Drive collaborating with other
organizations;
“We believe
that in order to best aid and
help the community, one must
not only be involved directly
with the community but also
educate oneself in order to
provide the best service to our
communities,” Luis Aguirre,
President of NAK, said.
Seven men started NAK
on Feb. 28, 2004 at CSUMB
and today the organization
has 46 members. Over the
10 years at CSUMB as an
organization, Aguirre says
that one of their three main
accomplishments has been
just last semester, where their
first scholarship, known as
the Xinako Scholarship, was

Current members of Nu Alpha Kappa

introduced. In the 2014 - 2015
school years, one incoming
student will be awarded this
scholarship.
Aguirre and
his fraternity are ven proud
of
this
accomplishment,
because it correlates with one
of their passions, which is
pursuing higher education.
El Grito and Mariachi
Night would be another
accomplishment because they

PHOTO PROVIDED BY NU ALPHA KAPPA

have put it on for 10 years in
a row with Sorority, Theta
Alpha Sigma. They are proud
of nurturing and developing
46 leaders who have given
a lot to the community and
plan to for the rest of their
lives while simultaneously
keeping
the
values
of
brotherhood, academics, and
culture with them at all times.

Open to Equality
Justice Dept. Ruling Brings New Privileges For LGBTQ Couples
Corey Drivan, Staff Reporter
CDRIVON@CSUMB.EDU

On Feb. 10, Attorney General
Eric Holder Jr. delivered
an
announcement
that
nationwide
lesbian,
gay,
bisexual, transgender, and
questioning (LGBTQ) couples
would become eligible for
certain liberties that are
afforded
to
heterosexual
couples. These new rights
include the ability for spouses
to make prison visits to one
another, file for bankruptcy
together, and not to be
forced to testify against one
another in courtproceedtngs.
In
total,
the
federal
government estimates over

1,100 federal
regulations,
rights, and laws will be
impacted one way or another
by this decision. This is
an upward step for the
LGBTQ community at large;
however, many conservative
representatives
feel
that
it is a decision that must
be left for individual state
legislatures to determine.
In states such as Utah, Okla.,
Ky., and Va., appeals have
been submitted to reverse this
decision, which would allow
state legislatures to define the
constraints of marriage and
the benefits that should be
allottedto such unions. Dana
Morella-Pozzi, a Gender and

Communication instructor at
Cal State University Monterey
Bay (CSUMB), encourages
those in areas that are less
tolerant to stand tall and be
leaders for the advancement
of the LGBTQ community.
“Social
movements
often
require an outspoken minority
in order to enact the changes
that are sought,” MorellaPozzi told The Otter Realm.
“Marriage is the platform for
American life and values, and
spans issues such as taxes,
adoption, hospital visits, etc.
Therefore, it is an issue that
should be left for the federal
government
to
decide.”
Many of the states have cited

protection of religious right as
a reason for opposing the law.
Furthermore, states like Ohio,
Ariz., and Idaho have gone as
far as submitting bills using
religious principles to protect
individuals and businesses
from
lawsuits
brought
forward by gay or transgender
employees
charging
workplace
discrimination.
“In every courthouse, in every
proceeding, and in every
place where a member of the
Department of Justice stands
on behalf of the United States,
they will strive to ensure that
same sex marriages receive the
same privileges as opposite
sex marriages,” said Holder

Jr. in an address made to
a gay rights organization
earlier
this
month.
Calif., along with states like
Iowa, Mass. N.J. and N. M.
have already deemed by court
ruling the legality of same sex
marriages. While other states,
such as Hawaii, Del., and Ill.,
and Md. have made same
sex marriage legal through
either the state legislature
or through the popular vote.
The
controversy
over
LGBTQ rights has spread
to every corner of the globe
and does not show signs
of
decreasing
attention.
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Behind the History of the “N-Word”
Campus Workshop Opens Discussion on Controversial Connotations
Mojola Osifeso, Staff Reporter
MOSIFESO@CSUMB.EDU

“Its about respect!” “It’s about
African diasporas!” were some
of the shouts heard at “The
N-Word: What’s Okay, what’s
not okay, and what’s in the
grey” workshop where students
gathered to discuss the history
of the “N-word” and the
connotations this word brings
to people and their stereotypes.
Feb. 12 the Otter Cross
Cultural Center (OC3) held
this educational workshop at
Cal State University Monterey

attendance and promotion.
In spirit of Black History
Month, The Otter Realm
sat down with Martinez to
understand the motivation
behind the workshop, “The
motivation for the workshop
came
from
conversations
between the interns and
myself,”
Martinez
said.
Martinez believed it would
be beneficial to provide a space
within the CSUMB community
where attendants could share
their thoughts and opinions on
the use of the word in different

Don’t focus on the
word, but focus on
the history behind
the word"
Bay (CSUMB) to examine
and educate students on the
history of the “N-word” as well
as the issues surrounding it.
Angel
Martinez,
0C3’s
Educational
Workshop

Students listening to speakers present

Specialist
and
Student
Coordinator,
along
with
interns Sharleene Mariano
and Maranatha Croomes,
provided the space and
time
to
facilitate
this
workshop for students. Black
Students United (BSU) also
supported the event through

contexts and variations, due
to the use of the “N-word”
being
so
controversial.
Short
videos
with
contrasting opinions on the
“N-word” were shown at

PHOTO BY YASMIN MATTHEWS

the workshop to express
different ideas and beliefs
surrounding the word, and
to spark conversation on the
topic, according to Martinez.
One video included a
YouTube clip of Jay-Z and
Oprah Winfrey having a
discussion on the “N-word.”

CSUMB Students participating at “N-word’ event

In the video, Jay-Z explained
that we, as people, have taken
the power out of the word. He
believes that people have taken
the word back and reclaimed
it for power and a term of
endearment.
He
further
explained that for many people
it is that way in their mindsets.
This started a whirlwind of
discussion from individuals
who attended the event. Emma,
Cinematic Arts, spoke out
against Jay-Z, “reclaiming the
word doesn’t mean anything
because taking out the ‘power’
in the word is truly taking
out the history of the word.”
Jessica,
Biology
Major
explained, “For me, I feel like
you have to learn to live with
the word because it’s going to
be here forever. From where
I come from, Oakland, I hear
it from every single person
no matter the skin color or
race, it’s something we are
going to have to live with.”
Many members of the
audience agreed that the lack
of education on the “N-word”
to students in school could
be the root cause of the
controversy
surrounding
the word. This was referred
to as an “educational debt”
students have received. This
stressed the importance of
knowing Black history as a
part of American history.
Today, the “N-word” is still

photo by yasmin

used widely as a racial epithet.
This is just one word. There
are so many other words we
are using in our language
that we are not informed of
because we are not educated.
Check
your
vocabulary;
you too may fall victim

Matthews

of offending a racial past.
Tiffany, a CSUMB Masters
student in Social Work (MSW),
believes people should focus
on the history of the ‘N-word,’
“Don’t focus on the word, but
focus on the history behind
the word. It’s being lost.”

Did You Know? 7
"eny, meeny, miny, mo,
Catch a nigger by his toe,
If he won’t work then let him go;
Eena, meena, mina, mo yy

- Excerpt taken from PlaygroundJungle.com

Did you know that the
popular children’s nursery
rhyme was used as a
degrading and humiliating
plight of racist history?
These were some of
the discoveries and
educational lessons
many students received
during the “What’s okay,
what’s not okay, and
what’s in the grey?”
workshop examination
of the “N-word.”
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Preparing for a Fr
Mural Removal Provides a Blan
**With the
new mural, the
campus opens
up to new
opportunities for
student artwork,
and artwork, in
general

Llaritza Rodriguez, Staff Reporter
LLRODRIGUEZ@CSUMB.EDU

One day it was there, the next it
was gone. Students returning
from winter break were
surprised to see an empty grey
wall where the colorful mural,
“Signs and Symbols,” used
to be for more than a decade.
The student-made mural,
also called “Vision Mural,” on
Inter-Garrison Road and Fifth
Avenue was torn down due to
increasing concern over the
traces of lead found in the paint.
Ilene Feinman, Dean of the
College of Arts, Humanities,
and Social Sciences, explained
that the mural “was removed
in two stages because the
original
middle
section,
the crossed cannons, was

completely made of lead paint.
It had been left there early on
when the rest of the mural
was built out from it, but it
was in need of being abated.”
The increasing transit of
pedestrians on the newlybuilt sidewalk and toward
parking lot 71 created the
need for making this a safe
place. Upon removal of the
portion created during the
times of the military base, the
newer section was tested and
traces of lead were also found.
This resulted in elimination
of the rest of the mural.
A press
release from
the Office of the President
Eduardo Ochoa states that
the new mural will portray
the same theme as the
previous one. It will “honour

our Fort Ord legacy while
looking ahead to the bright
future of our university and
the community it serves.”
“The process for the new
artwork has begun,” said
Visual and Public Art chair
Lila Staples. “A public mural
goes through a very rigorous
process; it has to be vetted
through the campus art
committee,
the
president
needs to take a look at the
plans.” Meanwhile, a sign
will be displayed to appease
public weariness. Staples said,
“So many people have asked
what’s going on with the Vision
Mural that we have produced
a simple graphic sign just
saying that the new mural is
being refreshed and brought
up to date. Some people were

a little weary
that we were
undermining
the
vision,
but that is not
the case at all;
we are simply
reframing
it
with
a
21st century
voice.”
Johanna
Poethig,
renowned public muralist and
founding faculty at CSUMB,
designed
and
fabricated
the original mural, and she
will also be designing the
updated mural. The Painting
& Mural class students will
be involved with the project,
as well as campus alumni
that were originally involved.
The new mural is currently
in the design process, and

Student walking passed the now blank
wall on Fifth Avenue

Johanna
Poething
will
be
working
alongside
artist Juan
Luna-Avin,
who will be
teaching
the mural
project,
as well as
former
students and muralists, to
ideally have it finished by the
end of the Fall 2014 semester.
Part of the university’s vision
is recognizing and embracing
that in the past, this was Fort
Ord, a military base. The
Vision Mural represented that
transition from a military site
to a university. Staples said
that “the army base had lots
of mural art all over the place

PHOTO BY
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resh Coat of Paint
ink Canvas for Public Arts
that talked about the soldiers
and the kind of work that they
did, so we are echoing that
sense of place, that sense of
past. There were thousands
of people that came through
this very space that we’re all
learning together on now.”
With the new mural,
the campus opens up new
opportunities
for
student
artwork, and artwork, in

general, to be displayed
around campus. “It is a
transitional time for the
university,” Dean Feinman
said. “What’s happened has
been a much more open
atmosphere,
and
there
never really was one before,
in embracing art on the
campus, looking for art for the
campus, and what it’s doing
is both creating a hospitable

environment
for
student
art and also a snowballing
in the community.” The
president and his partner
had brought a new sense of
appreciation for students’ art,
Dean Feinman pointed out.
Evidence of this change is the
exhibition of student pieces
in several university spaces
like the Visitor’s Center where
student artwork is on display.

Mural honors the people who lived in the
Central Coast Region

Signs and Symbols (Vision)
Mural at night

PHOTO PROVIDED BY
CSUMB FLICKR

Mural represents the transition from a
military base to a college campus
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emilio chavez
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ASAP Tutoring Service
Library 2nd Floor

Sunday

4pm-8pm

Monday-Thursday 10 am-8pm
ASAP.CSUMB.EDU

831. 582.4104 ASAP@CSUMB.EDU

Workshop Focus

Date & Location

Academic Listening - Understanding Lectures
and Discussions

Thursday, February 13th, 4pm -5pm
T&A Library, ASAP conference room 2159
(2nd floor)

Academic Reading

Thursday, February 27th, 4pm -5pm
Location: Bldg. 18/160

From Spoken to Written English

Thursday, March 6th, 4pm - 5pm
T&A Library, ASAP conference room 2159
(2nd floor)

Proofreading and Editing - Make the sentence
changes that matter

Thursday, April 10th, 4pm -5pm
T&A Library, ASAP conference room 2159
(2nd floor)

For more information, please visit: asap.csumb.edu/workshops or send email to CSchaut@csumb.edu
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What’s Up With “What’s In”?
CSUMB’s Students Create Innovative and Exclusive Phone App
Dina Zivojinovic, Staff Reporter
DZIVOJINOVIC@CSUMB.EDU

When exchange students Shen
YiChieh, Computer Science,
Sofia Kubass, Business, and
Wassim Zoghlami, Database
Management, first came to Cal
State Monterey Bay (CSUMB)
in August 2013, they were
not expecting the adventure
that was waiting for them.
Yes, they had met new
people, and yes, they have
visited new places, but it was
at the “Startup Weekend”
business competition where
they truly tasted the life of
studying in a foreign country.
Along with Eddie Aguilar,
Business,
Sebastien
Le
Tuan,
Vincent
Wenguo
Li and Carlos Cook, these
five students have beat out
more than 60 participants
with their innovative phone
app called, “What’s In.”
The idea came from Shen,
who more than a year ago
saw a video back home in
Taiwan about chemicals used
in cosmetics. “Many people
suffer through different forms
because of food, mainly due
to the chemical industry that
keeps on growing. Hopefully,
this app will help them.”
The main question was
about the users of the app:
Was it made for people with
allergies or for people with
specific lifestyles, such as
vegetarians, or people who
are on a gluten-free diet?
The
team
decided
to
consider all users equal and
create an app that could help
any consumer who would like
to be aware of the ingredients
in wanted products. This is
possible through the use of the
app’s learning algorithm and
extensive product database.

The application allows users
to input their allergies into a
profile. This allergen profile
allows “What’s In” to offer
features such as a personalized
allergen score that alerts
the users from their allergy
reactions and from other
malicious ingredients that
can cause health issues, such
as cancer or skin diseases.
The
application
also
provides a list of which
products
not
to
buy,
based on product-scanned
history. Users are sent push
notifications when either a
new, safer alternative product
comes on the market, or
when a product they have
used has been found to
have concerning chemicals.

The “Whats In" App will
make reading ingredient
labels easier for people
with food allergies

PHOTO BY:
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The Beta version of “What’s
In” is expected to be launched
before May 2014. “Our team’s
core values are customer trust
and ingredient database” Shen
told The Otter Realm. “Our

current team is made out of
seven members and external
resources for now. Once we
get the funding we need,
we will expand our team.”
Wassim, Shen and Sofia were
close friends before the project
had begun, but it was only

compensation will eventually
be considered through the
creation
of
“Premium”
user accounts and product
recommendations
from
the companies themselves.
In the next five to ten years,
the goals of “What’s In” are

"Our main purpose is helping
people to choose better products
who suffer from malicious
ingredients "
once they joined the startup
weekend that they needed
to recruit more students
based on their special skills.
“Many
professors
introduced us to experienced
advisors in order to expend
our network,” says Sofia,
grateful that CSUMB was
there to help the team with
their project. Unfortunately,
the funding was not included
in their class project, “We
are going to build a trustable,
high quality product and
a productive stable team
in order to have a stable
financial situation as far as
the application is concerned.”
The team has not stopped
working on “What’s In,” as
their biggest fear is losing
people’s
trust
to
their
competitor, “EWG Skin Deep.”
The main way to make their
app successful is to expand
its use as much as possible,
having the data information
grow
along
with
the
customers. “Our main purpose
is helping people to choose
better products who suffer
from malicious ingredients,”
says Shen, declining any other
form of compensation that
could possibly be beneficial for
the team’s members. Financial

to extend their services to
the food industry, as well
as to other countries who
suffer from product security
issues, such as China and
Taiwan. When asked if any
intellectual property could
be seen as a valuable asset in
case the app would be sold,
YiChieh Shen replied, “I can’t
answer this question for the

protection of our product.”
For all of those who wish
to participate in a mobile
phone application contest, the
“Ideas of March” is the perfect
opportunity. It is a threeday competition for Android
development, and is open to
all college students. The event
will start on March 14, and
is sponsored by the Institute
for Innovation and Economic
Development
at
CSUMB,
the university’s Computer
Science
and
Information
Technology program, and the
Monterey County Business
Council. There are no fees
required for the competition
itself, and food and beverages
will be provided during the
event, which will be held in
the Media Learning Center
(Bldg. 18). For information,
call
the
Institute
for
Innovation and Economic
Developmentat8i3-582-323O.

The Ideas of March
A three-day Android development
competition to produce a real app

Small businesses, non-profits and
government agencies can submit ideas
Last years winning app was created by

Students at CSUMB
They created an app for the Cedar Street

Times that allows readers to view the
paper and comment on articles from it
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Mardi Gras and Carnival
Let the Good Times Roll
Actola llilott. Staff flapoilai
AHIt 07 Tui'CSUMIl I DU

Crazy
costumes,
elaborate
masks, plenh
ol
alcohol,
lood.
entertainment
and, all in all. a lime ol
partving and letting loose.
Carnival season is upon its!
The origins ol Mardi Cras
can be traced back all the
wax to medieval Europe. In
Erench, Mardi Cras means
“Eat Tuesday, xvltich tails one
dax prior to “Ash Wednesday.
I he last day before l.enl. bent
is the |o day season of lasting
and prayer that is observed bx
the Roman Catholic Clmrch.
among
other
Christian
denominations, that ends of
Easter Sundav. Mardi Cras

is the end all Io the season
ot “Carnival." which means
farewell to meal' Carnix al is a
mixture ol Caribbean, Erench.
and Spanish influences, Mardi
(has, or Carnix al. is celebrated
all around the world, but
specilicallx in the cities ot \ew
Orleans and Rio De Janiero in
Brazil. Although Mardi Cras
refers Io one specific dax. it is
not a single dax celebration.
The origin of “Eat Tuesdax ”
is beliexed to liaxe come from
an ancient Ragan custom of
parading a tat ox through the
town streets. Accompanxing
the parade of the ox was
excessive eating, drinking and
general bawdiness prior to the
period of fasting throughout
l ent. Today. the general idea

is getting out all the era.x
before the period of fasting
and
prayer
during
Rent.
There are three colors that
are associated with the Mardi
Cras celebration, and each of
the colors are sx mbolicot some
xirtue. The traditional colors
of Mardi Cras are purple,
which is symbolic ol justice
and royally, green, which is
symbolic of faith, and gold,
which is symbolic of poxver.
The Mardi (has celebration
in New (Means is know n as the
world's largest free party. It’s
one ol the I niled Slates’ oldest
public festivals. This year.
Eat Tuesdax falls on March |.
As I hex sax in Nexx Orleans:
“Eaissez les bon temps rouler.
or “Let the good times roll!
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The Hollywood Complex
“12 Years a Slave” Sheds Light on Cultural Authenticity in Filmmaking
Garrett Hambaro, Staff Reporter
GHAMBARA@CSUMB.EDU

Dr. Qun Wang, a professor in
the Division of Humanities and
Communication, thrusts his

A screen shot from “12 Years a Slave"

hands into the air as he makes
a point about the impact of
the Academy Awards. “I don’t
think that the Oscars are the
ultimate judgment of whether

PHOTO PROVIDED BY PINK COW PHOTOGRPAHY

a film is noteworthy,” he said.
Dr. Wang told The Otter
Realm the difficulties in
producing African American
specific films, and what has
changed over the course
of
Hollywood
History.
“12 Years A Slave” is widely
considered
a
frontrunner
for the award for Best
Picture and has made over
$48 million in the United
States. Dr. Wang believes
cultural significance may be
even more important than
receiving awards and earning
good box office receipts.
An issue Wang discussed
was the difference between
the intention of the author

in original works conveying
the
African
American
experience, versus the result
Hollywood movies portray.
Wang brought up the novel,
“Color Purple” as his example.
Alice Walker, the author of
the novel, served as the film
consultant. Wang believes
this can create issues because
of the primacy of the director
and “Hollywood” versus the
original authorial intent, even
though “The Color Purple”
ended up being nominated.
Wang believes that “the
intention was good, but the
result was not so good.”
Another issue brought up in
the interview was the idea of

authenticity. Steve McQueen
is the Afro-British director of
“12 Years a Slave,” whereas
Steven Spielberg is Caucasian.
Wang said, ’’When movies
first started, how many
African-American
directors
were there? None. So, back
then it may have been
necessary to have an AfricanAmerican film directed by a
white person like Spielberg.”
He believes that today
media and film culture have
shifted, and it is no longer
necessary to have a Caucasianhelmed film, pointing out
directors such as Lee Daniels,
who directed “The Butler.”

I
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The Aftermath of the
Sochi Winter Olympics
Russia Propaganda Ban Brings Awareness to
Gay Rights Issues

Inside the Men’s Volleyball Club
Griffin Clithero, Staff Reporter
GCLITHERO@CSUMB.EDU

In an attempt to expand the Otter
athletic reputation, the Cal State
University Monterey Bay (CSUMB)
Men’s Volleyball Club was recently
added to CSUMB’s arsenal of
sports teams. This is the first time
CSUMB has a competitive men’s
volleyball
program
on
campus.
Eric Hernandez founded the Men’s
Volleyball Club in Fall 2013. Hernandez,
a sophomore, is currently pursuing
a dePTep in communication design
At its inception,
the club only had
three
members.
Currently,
the
program
has
increased
to
12
members, including
two team captains,
Hernandez
and
Socorro
Reyes,
and two coaches,
Jessica
Zamudio
and Breanna Brown.
The program is
still only at club
status, meaning they have minimal
to no school funding and limited
access to facilities. “We’d like to
practice. . . the athletic director won’t
let us use the gym,” Hernandez said.
Breanna Brown, junior, HCOM
major, and club coach commented
on their problem, “We haven’t
been given any gym time, which
makes it really tough to represent
your school the best way possible.”
Brown continued, “We work too
hard to be as overlooked as we are.”
To practice, the club has to
find alternative methods. “We do

whatever we can,” Brown explained,
“the guys practice on their own,
and we’ve split the club to have
two intramural [volleyball] teams,
and we use that time to practice.”
The club is considered competitive.
“We play against SLO, CCSF,
SFSU, and Cal in our league. We
play two or three tournaments a
year, with the opportunity to go
to
nationals,”
said
Hernandez.
Men’s Volleyball received their
first season loss against the City
College of San Francisco (CCSF) Feb.
15. Hernandez, commenting on the
game, “We played well
and every game was
tight, but we lost by two
or three points.” They
played on Feb. 21 as well.
The club participated
in a tournament earlier
this year, but came up
short with zero wins
by a slim margin of
points,
according
to
Hernandez. The club
faces two more games
and another tournament
before the season is over.
The club is looking onward into
the season with high expectations.
Hernandez said they will be working on
their communication and focus, which
are “the biggest parts of volleyball.”
After a shaky start, CSUMB Men’s
volleyball is working harder to clean
up their game. “We learn something
new every opponent we play,” Brown
said. “We definitely have the skills to
win; now all we need is confidence in
ourselves, and we will be unstoppable.”
In the approaching weeks, the
club will correct their mistakes to
come away with a winning season.

“We
definitely
have the
skills to
win"

Ciera Chilton Staff Reporter
CCHILTON@CSUMB.EDU

On June 11, 2013, Russia passed a
law banning homosexual propaganda
that prohibits education of children
about nontraditional relationships,
and as the gaze of the entire world
lied on Sochi, Americans witnessed
the unfolding of an enormous human
rights debate on their televisions.
Russia’s
lower
parliament
unanimously
passed
the
ban
where it went on to be agreed by
the upper house and signed into
law by President Vladimir Putin.
The law dictates a system that
organizes fines depending on who
is
promoting
homosexuality
to
minors, whether it be a citizen,
government official, or legal body.
“Promotion” includes education
of
or
conversation
about
nontraditional
relationships
to
people under the age of eighteen.
According to the British Broadcasting
Corporation
(BBC),
lawyer and
leader of a reigning anti-homosexual
campaign group, Yevgeny Mazepin,
accused the distribution of information
about homosexuality for “creating an
impression that perversion is the norm. ”
The debate is complicated because
the opposing views are based on
moral perspective and identity.
Gay rights activist Pavel Lebedev,
who
experienced
firsthand
the
violence posed against protesting
homosexuals by being beaten at a

rally, summarized his understanding
of the issue: ‘“The only homophobia
comes from lack of information.’”
It seems that tension revolved
around
the
inability to
learn
about others and coexist with the
information, which is perpetuated
by laws that seek to stifle expression
for fear of altering the status quo.
Despite
the
controversy
surrounding these tensions, the
Sochi Olympics were received as a
success by competitors and the New
York Times named it a “triumph.”
Vladimir Putin hardly left room for
criticism by easing protest restrictions
for the Sochi games back in January,
and
amnestying
internationally
recognized feminist art-protest group
Pussy Riot, who were infamously
imprisoned on account of their
public display of dissent in a Russian
Orthodox church almost two years ago.
Besides scattered announcements
and demonstrations of opposition to
the values the ban upholds, the global
response to the Olympics had been
rather reserved and complimentary
without cause to act otherwise.
Only time will tell what the
Olympics have done for representation
of ongoing dissent and global
camaraderie. A success it may have
been, but as the New York Times said,
“A less endearing side of Russia
was exposed in the process, which
might prove to be the most important
success
of the
Games
here.”
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Big Fish in the National Pond
Bass Fishing Club Competes Against Best in the Nation
Matthew Corral, Staff Reporter
MCORRAL@CSUMB.EDU

Cal State University Monterey
Bay’s (CSUMB) bass fishing
club
competes
with
a
nationwide league of college
bass fishing teams. The FLW
tour sponsored by Walmart
is a series of tournaments
with a participation of 500
nationwide bass fishing clubs.
Among the 500 teams,
CSUMB’s bass fishing team is
ranked No. 20 in the nation
and is sponsored by a local
tackle shop in Salinas called
Tackle Box. For a team that
is only three years young,
CSUMB is off to a good start.
The team of eight is led by
President Matt Diaz and Vice
President Andrew Sjostrom,
and both are a net full of

bass
fishing
information.
According to Diaz and
Sjostrom, it takes more than
luck to win tournaments.
To be a good angler, one
must monitor things like
fish habits, environmental
changes, weather changes,
and
underwater
terrain.
All of these factors serve
as tools when selecting the
perfect location to cast a line.
The most recent tournament
CSUMB’s bass fishing team
participated
in
was
an
invitational in Clear Lake, CA.
The results of this tournament
determined which teams from
the western region would be
competing in the National
Championship in Seneca, SC.
The best college anglers
from nine states were in Clear
Lake that October morning,

Joshua Smith (left) and Andrew Sjostrom (right) af the Clear
Lake Invitational

including two, two-man teams
from CSUMB. Starting bright
and early, these anglers were
on the water at 7 a.m. and
fished for seven hours in an
effort to catch the biggest

PHOTO BY
MATTHEW CORRAL

fish the lake had to offer.
The two teams fished all day,
keeping only their five biggest
fish to be judged at the end
of the tournament. The top
10 teams from the Clear Lake

tournament were invited to
compete in this year’s National
Championship
of College
Bass Fishing. CSUMB’s bass
fishing club will be sending
not just one, but two bass
fishing teams to the National
Bass Fishing Championship.
Third place went to the
CSUMB two-man team of
Sjostrom and Joshua Smith,
while the CSUMB two-man
team of Diaz and Sebastian
Resendiz finished in eighth
place. To follow the CSUMB
fishing teams’ progress in
their upcoming event, visit
www.flwoutdoors.com. If you
are interested in joining the
bass fishing club, get in touch
with the organization’s leaders
as they are always happy
to welcome new members.

Maintaining a Tradition of Athletic Success
Disc Golf Club Focuses on Growth and Competitive Consistency
Daniel Simon, Staff Reporter
DASIMON@CSUMB.EDU

The Cal State Monterey
Bay (CSUMB)
disc golf
team is one of the school’s
most
successful
athletic
programs.
Nevertheless,
Head Coach and professor
of the disc golf kinesiology
class Merle Witvoet faces the
cancellation of his disc golf
class, KIN 141, each semester
due
to
low enrollment.
The CSUMB Otters are
currently ranked No. 6 as
the best collegiate disc golf
team in the nation. This is
based on their performance in
both the collegiate qualifiers
and nationals in Georgia,
which occur the third week
in April each year. Around
75 schools compete, and
CSUMB
has
consistently
been among the top-ranked
schools. The 2012 team was
ranked No. 4 nationally.
With
competitive

recognition and roots leading
back to the creation of the sport
itself, Witvoet is determined
to increase student interest to
continue CSUMB’s disc golf
athletic program. “It’s not
pessimism; I just want the
program to continue without

of student interest. Still, my
goal for the department is, as
always, to facilitate growth
and expansion, and leave a
solid group of guys to uphold
the team. That, and win big at
the nationals,” Somers said.
Somers, senior, PSY, will

" The ties CSUMB has
to disc golf lead back to
the birth of the sport"
me and be self-sustaining
once I’m gone. I, and others,
believe it’s at a tipping point,”
said Witvoet, who has coached
the CSUMB team for six years.
The disc golf program’s
success is drawing students
to CSUMB. Some of Witvoet’s
students cite disc golf as
the main reason they chose
this school. Patrick Somers,
the current president of the
CSUMB disc golf club, is very
optimistic. “There’s still plenty

pass the torch after his final
year this year. The former
president, Sam Bahlenhorst,
who graduated last year, is
still involved with CSUMB
disc golf. Bahlenhorst said,
“The ties CSUMB has to disc
golf lead back to the birth
of the sport,” which was in
the late 1960s, early 1970s.
The former CSUMB disc
golf head coach, Dr. Stancil
Johnson, is one of the sport’s
founders.
Bahlenhorst

explained the sport was
invented by a Santa Cruz
local known as “Steady Ed.”
Steady Ed and Dr. Johnson
collaborated with a student
to install the Cypress Course
on the CSUMB campus across
from the Black Box Cabaret.
The Cypress Course has
the distinction of being
the last course Steady Ed
created before he died. The
installation was conceived
by CSUMB graduate Scott
Keasey for his Capstone final
project. Keasey is currently the
General Manager of the Disc
Golf Association (DGA), one
of the world’s largest and most
successful disc golf companies.
The consecutive weekends
of Feb. 8-9 and Feb. 15 16 brought disc golfs most
respected players to CSUMB
with the 16 annual Otter
Open. The Otter Open kicked
off the season as the first
premiere A-tier event since it
began in 1998. The amateur

tournament was held the first
weekend, with the professional
tournament held the second.
Competitors threw two 18hole rounds on Saturday and a
27-hole round on Sunday. Like
traditional golf, the lowest
score takes the grand prize.
The Otter Open Amateur
tournament was swept by
the CSUMB team. Trevor
Hodgins, disc golf club vice
president and fourth year
Social and Behavioral Sciences
(SBS) major, and Somers
were tied for first place at the
end of the tournament, which
resulted in a sudden death
playoff.
Hodgins
nabbed
a birdie (one under par)
for the victory with a final
score of nine strokes under.
The
disc
golf
club
would like to thank DGA,
Legacy
Discs,
Gateway
Disc Sports and CSUMB
alumni for their sponsorship
and
continued
support.
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I WILL

Crossing Over
RISE the Line

“I WILL RISE” is a column dedicated to offer a more
positive form of media coverage
Janine Adams, Staff Reporter
JAADAMS@CSUMB.EDU

Maintaining a positive attitude in a
day and age of mass media coverage
can sometimes be depressing and
discouraging. However, with the
right approach to processing and
analyzing media, we can always
rise to find positive solutions.
I opened a newspaper one day to
find a picture of Carie “Lulu” Munoz
Hufford, a 29-year-old young woman
who was found missing for eight days.
Her body was found on Jan. 25, 2014
in Marina bordering the west side of
Imjin Parkway, just north of Abrams
Drive, less than a mile from her home.
KSBW reported on Marina Police
Cmdr., BobNolan’s,following statement
on this tragedy, “Huffords death
appeared to be accidental and foul play
was not involved.” No further details
were released. Hufford is survived by
her husband and 8-year-old daughter.
When I read this upsetting report,
my attitude changed instantly. This
issue allowed me to take myself out of
my current situation in life, and think
about others. I could only imagine
those who are closely involved with
the pain that the family suffers.
One’s attitude can play a significant
factor in how we process news and go
about finding solutions. I believe it
is important to think of others. I was
able to switch my attitude in a moment
because it I felt it was importantto report
on the loss of “Lulu” Munoz Hufford so
that the community could send best
wishes and prayers for all involved.
The case of Munoz Hufford brings
awareness to not only her specific
case, but to the issue of missing
persons in society, the causes, and
how society can look for solutions.
According to the National Crime
Information Center (NCIC) website
provided by the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI), the number
of missing persons for the year of
2013 amounted to 627,911 people,
a 5.1 percent decrease from 2012.
The NCIC website also provides
information on various reasons
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for a person being entered into
the
missing
persons
system.
Some causes of missing persons
report other than abduction, include
people who have disabilities ranging
from mental illness, dementia, and
Alzheimer’s. Other reasons also
include high-risk lifestyles, such
as drug abuse, gang involvement,
natural catastrophes, history of
victimization, and domestic violence.
When we are informed of tragedies
such as the death of Carie “Lulu” Munoz
Hufford, it is important to look at the
possible positive outcomes. Issues
such as these can cause others to be
proactive with these issues and bring
people together. Instead of giving in
to the negativity of these kinds of news
reports, we can try and stay positive.
Listed below are links to prevention
services that can provide more
information and resources on how
to approach these situations in a
more positive and proactive manner.
Remember, we will rise every
morning to a brand new day.

RESOURCES
http://www.autismspeaks.org/wandering-resources
http://www.missingkids.com/enUS/publications/NC74.pdf

http://www.justice.gov/actioncenter/missing-person.html
https://www.isp.state.il.us/crime/caparentsguide.cfm

What Spectators and Athletes Can Learn From
Marcus Smart and Jeff Orr

Nolan Davis, Staff Reporter
NDAVIS@CSUMB.EDU

There
is
something
euphoric
about a sporting event on a grand
stage. The fans are always ecstatic,
generating incredible amounts of
energy and passion into dedication
for their team. Athletes feed off of
this energy, using it to fuel them to
perform at their absolute best. Like
yin and yang, there is a kindred spirit
between the athletes and the fans.
For all the positive energy between the
fans and the players, it is the negativity
that draws the most attention. The
most recent example occurred on Feb.
8,
involving
potential Top
10 NBA draft
choice Marcus
Smart. Smart, a
star sophomore
guard
for
Oklahoma State
University,
attempted
to block a shot at the end of a game
against Texas Tech University and
stumbled into the crowd. While
attempting to get to his feet, Smart
had his attention drawn to the crowd
of Texas Tech by Jeff Orr, who ESPN
and various news media labeled as
“Texas Tech’s biggest fan” Orr taunted
Smart, which lead Smart to lose his
cool and shove Orr out of anger.
When the incident was replayed
on Sportscenter, it was portrayed as
though Smart was nothing more than a

hot-headed college athlete. He is a 19year-old kid, and it is almost expected
for Smart to sometimes behave
immaturely. After all, it was a two-point
game with six seconds to go against
a division rival. The hostility Smart
received from the Texas Tech fans is
unfathomable to the average person.
Little attention was given to
Jeff Orr, the fan who instigated the
whole chain of events. Orr’s role
would be looked into once it was
rumored that he used a racial slur
towards Smart. However, on a video
captured on a GoPro by Texas Tech
Sports Broadcasting, the only audible
phrase that can be heard when Smart
stumbled out of bounds was “piece of
crap” backing up what Orr had claimed.
Orr has a history of taunting Texas
Tech opponent players, having been
caught flipping off a Texas A&M player
back in 2010. Orr has prompted a
discussion on how much control the
NCAA needs to have on their fans. In
a column for ESPNW, Jane McManus
offers her view of the situation, saying
“When did it become acceptable for us
to take out our collective frustrations
on 19-year-olds who play a sport? We
pack arenas for the privilege of howling
our approval
at every slam
dunk
and
releasing
a
cubicle full of
frustration at
every missed
foul
shot.”
Marcus
Smart
was
wrong to initiate contact with Jeff Orr.
The NCAA punished Smart with a three
game suspension, as well as editing a
current rule to make future instances
of player-fan interaction result in
an automatic ejection for the player.
Smart hurt his public image as well
as his future draft stock, potentially
costing him millions of dollars. Jeff
Orr, on the other hand, volunteered
to not attend any more Texas Tech
games for the rest of the year.

" When did it become
acceptable for us to
take out our frustrations
on 19-year-olds who
play a sport?"
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Average Is the New Low
The Erosion of the Middle Class Promise

Cherri Wilson-Thornton, Staff Reporter
CWILSON-THORNTONfoCSUMB.EDU

Due to a series of disastrous
choices made by our political,
business, and cultural leaders
nearly a decade ago, the erosion
of middle
class
America
continues,
resulting
in
a
steady decline in the standard
of living for all Americans.
Once upon a time, there
was a standard of living for
all Americans, a hierarchy as
von will, who weren't rich or

poor, but average.
Average
was a comfortable place to
be in for most Americans
because it meant living a
life of promise for a better
tomorrow but then again,
things could always be worse.
Past forward to 2014, only a
decade ago, and this is not the
case anymore. While not as
dramatic as the ice age and the
extinction of the dinosaur, the
middle class is eroding away
and leaving behind promises
of a brighter future.
For
those middle class Americans
who found comfort in their
suburban life, complete with
neat green lawns, white picket
fences and mini-vans parked
in the driveway, life is no
longer what it used to be - the
middle class has now merged
with the poor, while the rich
continue to get distinctly
richer, leaving behind what
once was the middle class
in
the
vacant
distance.
According
to
Mark

Mellman of the The Monterey
County
Weekly,
“Today,
the wealthiest 10 percent of
Americans take home a larger
share of the nation’s income
than at any point since data
became available," preceding
the
Croat
Depression.
Mellman goes on further to
educate us with his statistics,
saying that “between the mid1940s until 1980, the richest
10 percent garnered about
33 percent of American's
total
income, while their
share then began to climb,
culminating in 2012 with the
most recent data when the
wealthiest 10 percent received
more than half - 50.4 percent
of the nation’s income."
I'he greeting by the New York
rimes to new chairwoman,
.Janet Yellen of the Federal
Reserve Board (the bed) and
first female to hold such a
position, summed it up quite
nicely when she said that.
“The Middle Class is steadily

eroding. .Just ask the business
world," as cited by William
Greider of the Monterey
County Weekly. We can only
pray that Yellen turns things
around from the damage
made by Volcker, Greenspan
and Bernanke, the previous
coats
running
the
Fed.
“Fed
officials
also
are
debating how much of the
damages from the recession
can still be repaired." said
Binyamin Applebaum of the
New York 'limes.
Is Yellen
our superwoman hero who
is going to clean up the mess
made by Volcker, Greenspan
and Bernanke? 1 sure hope
so
because
middle
class
promises arc fading fast.
Inequality is another big
issue that our government
seems to not
be taking
seriously to find solutions
for.
According to Greider,
they should consult Yellen
about this issue because since
the stock market crash, she

“has been talking consistently
about what the economy needs
for a healthier recovery - jobs
and wages - without going
into the obvious implications
of inequality." According to
Greider, Citigroup's team of
economists has even given
this “era of inequality” a name,
“plutonomy," which simply
means that the rich keep
getting richer while the poor
just keep getting, well, poorer.
We should not sit back
with our feet up and allow
our government to have all
the control. We need to be
aware and get involved in our
nation's
economy
keeping
our eyes and ears open as
to what
our government
is doing and be ready to
take a stand if necessary.
T’he
American
Dream
is still alive.
Let us all
continue to move forward
and do our share to come
back even stronger in 2014.

Hypocrite Criminal Nominated For Nobel Peace Prize
But Don’t Worry, I’ll Tell You How I Really Feel

Danny Simon, Staff Reporter
DASIMON@CSUMB.EDU

American fugitive Edward
Snowden
received
eight
official nominations for the
prestigious
Nobel
Peace
Prize, thanks to world leaders
from
Brazil to Norway.

It is not the nomination I have
an issue with; in fact, I think it
is pretty cool that the Nobels
accept public nominations.
It is his character that leaves
a bad taste in my mouth.
Snowden strikes me as an
extremely
opportunistic
fame-seeker
masquerading
as
a
freedom
fighter.
I will absolutely defend
whistleblowers, and I wholly
approve of the leaked info
being in the hands of the
public,
but
despite
my
best efforts to join “Team
Edward,” I do not like the guy.
For one thing, if he were a
whistleblower, he would be
protected from prosecution
by federal whistleblowing
laws. He would not need

to seek asylum or spend
his life in hiding.
He
currently lives somewhere
in
Russia,
according to
The Guardian, consistently
applying
for
asylum
in
hundreds
of
countries.
The grandiose statements he
makes in interviews have an air
of pompousness. Statements
such as, “I’m neither traitor
nor hero. I’m an American,”
sounds made up, hoping it
would someday be printed
on t-shirts bearing his face
or in books next to Gandhi.
It would not be fair for
Snowden to get a prize
that Gandhi was denied.
In fairness, however, the
website points out that the
foundation honored Gandhi,

a three-time nominee, on the
year of his death by awarding
the prize to nobody, as
guidelines prevent anyone from
receiving it posthumously.
Of course, I’m aware that
Snowden isn not the first
fugitive to be nominated for
the prize. Historically, three
laureates were actually in
prison upon receiving the
award, and some not-so-nice
guys have even won it, Henry
Kissinger, for example. The
winner will not be decided
until October, so who knows
where Snowden will be by
then. I have also heard plenty
of people say they are certain
he is already dead assassinated
by the U.S. government.
If you are still alive,

Snowden, and if you are a fan
of student-run newspapers, or
more likely, if you frequently
Google yourself, then this last
part is for you: If you truly
believe in America, as you
claim to, then come back and
face the charges, fight them,
and live with the consequences
of
the
democracy
you
supposedly
stand
for.
If you are really so worried
about being assassinated by
the CIA, as you repeatedly
allude to in interviews, then
come back to America where
they won’t be able to touch
you, and where armies of
people worship you and
will stand by your side. The
Nobel Peace Prize should
never go to a coward or a liar.
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Authors' Note: The writers of this
column created a conversational space
to explore the meaning of sexuality and
gender in Western culture. The writers’
goal is to explore the oppositional
narrative of their lives using their bodies
as texts. Ciera will be assuming the role
of Sue and Kraig the role of Thelonius.

Sue: That’s cool, I have sex with all
my friends. I am the word "slut” in this
culture, though I stopped caring about
the word and the power it has assigned
because ‘slut" is not in the vocabulary of
the people I sleep with. Call me what you
want, language like that tells more about
the speaker than the "slut.”

Sue: I think you could use some sex.

Thelonius: That's what you think, “slut."
(Laughter)

Thelonius: Then have sex with me.
Answer Key at www.OtterRealm.net

Sue: But no, that goes against your
political stance, and I'm not down for
deceptive lovemaking.

Otter Oops...

Thelonius: Oh Sue, you always make me
eat my words. I guess I am a queer white
upper middle class fourth wave feminist
post-feminist who is politically abstinent,
but gee, I'm still a human and I’m horny, so
have that and raise me with your stance.

Page 2: The Consult the Experts event for the Career Fair was
actually on 2/19.

Sue: Everyone is always telling me to pick
a stance as a white pansexual feminist
chick from Middle America. But I'm not
pansexual per se, it's more that I'll have
sex with anyone if they're decent and
honest. I will fondle any parts, just give
me some time to learn them and what
they like.

Issue 7:

Page 7: Marina Perepelyuk’s title is the Human
Communications Division Assistant Office Manager.
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Thelonius: Honestly, I just don't want
to think about sex, like. I'm just not
concerned with women or men and how
they get off especially when it all just
seems like rape. This whole self/other
binary and the Descartes mind/body
split really sets up this strong dominant/
submissive dichotomy that I am not okay
with.

Sue: We’re speaking different languages.
You're in theory and I'm in practice. Roles
are of no consequence to me. I offend
most people with my sexual militancy
but it also works to attract the ones I
want. I have sex in outer space, not in the
language of men.

Thelonius: Well, that's one thing we can
agree on. I definitely have sex in space,
and who I present myself as presents me
with people who want to sleep with me.
Unfortunately, it seems less emotionally
dangerous to hang out with friends I love,
break windows with them and make out
with them to fulfill my human need for
intimacy.

Sue: Your silly words again. It's smoke
and mirrors, baby, it's projections. None of
this is real and I'm a big big “slut." Doesn't
mean you can silence me or shame me
into oblivion.

Thelonius: Well, I’m sorry about my silly
words, but I’m a “slut” too. I am the word
"slut." I love "sluts," you love “sluts."
Feminists love “sluts." I'll have sex right
now to prove a point just like I won’t have
sex right now to prove a point.

Sue: Come on. we could continue this
poem elsewhere.

Thelonius: This is the kind of active
feminism that we need in America. I’m
getting turned on right now!

Sue: This conversation is pointless, we’re
both freakazoid sexual deviants. I want
my boy-shorts back.
Thelonius: I tried on those panties and
looked in the mirror and they're not “boy
shorts."

Otter Voices

Designed By: Elizabeth Hensley & Erin Hawkins

Special Investigative

Reports:
Consumer protection, free speech
on
Cal
State
campuses
and
transitioning
veterans
are
the
subjects of special
investigative
reporting projects for the Otter Realm.
Four students from the Division
of Humanities and Communications
came together this semester to form a
special investigative reporting team led
by HCOM Professor Sam Robinson.
This special projects team is using
online data gathering, public records
and good ole’ fashioned first-hand
newsgathering to bring to light issues
surrounding these important topics.
Check out the projects, listed below,
and let the reporter know if you
have something to add to her story.

When For-Profit and Non-Profit
Companies Work Together
Have you ever made a purchase from
a company because it said a portion of
the sales will go to charity? Have you
wondered if the charity was legitimate?
Janine Adams will be investigating
these questions in her look at for-profit
and non-profit collaborations. Using a
case study as the base, this report will
track Internal Revenue Service, state
Articles of Incorporation, and a variety
of documents to find out just where
your money is going. The report will
look at the ethics and transparency of
these collaborations. If you have a case
you would like to have included, please
contactJanineatjaadams@csumb.edu.

Transitioning Back Into Civilian
Life
As
more
troops
are
slowly
withdrawn and returning home,
there has been much concern about
how smoothly this process with go.
One may read headlines of veterans
suffering from Post-Traumatic Stress
Disorder, disabilities, lack of jobs and
homelessness. This report examines
current information and finds out
what this transition is really like. What
is the story that is not being told?
Samantha Gillespie is in the process
of gathering the facts and reaching out
to the community, Veteran services and
other organizations to help tell the story.
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If you are a veteran or have a veteran in
your life, and you are willing to share
your story of transitioning, please
contact her at sgillespie@csumb.edu.

Censorship of Free Speech in
College Media
Erin Hawkins is investigating past
and current cases of censorship in
college media. Specifically, looking
at censorship of free speech in
the Cal State University system
and its possible impact on college
journalism. Erin will let us know
about court cases involving free
speech issues for college journalists,
and finding current trends in the Cal
State University system. Erin can be
reached at ehawkins@csumb.edu.

Today Could Be Your Lucky Day
Ever complete a survey in hopes
of winning something only to be
spammed to death? Every day,
corporations around the country
spend time deliberating about how to
make their business more effective.
Surveys and focus groups have been
the norm for years. Lately, incentive
based surveys have been popping up on
receipts and emails promising to enter
consumers in drawings in exchange
for their information and feedback.
It is a win-win for the business but
do consumers ever see a payday?
Elizabeth
Hensley
will
be
investigating how or if these drawings
really work, keeping businesses honest
and consumers informed. If you
have experienced anything that can
contribute to this investigation please
let her know at ehensley@csumb.edu.

The Otter Realm wants to recognize
students’ excellence in journalism
by establishing The Otter Realm
Awards. The ORA is a contest open
to the original journalistic work of
current CSUMB students from any
major.
The pieces that enter the
competition need to be published on
a newspaper, magazine or any online
media in the years 2013 to 2014.

Contest Categories:

1.
Best feature story (short
format): An article that examines a
significant subject in depth including
diverse voices and perspectives, and
enabling readers to gain a meaningful
context about the subject. Between
600 to 1,000 words. Judged for
writing quality, depth of reporting,
completeness, balance, clarity and
social/community
importance.
2.
Best
General
Reporting:
A single story up to 800 words
of community interest that offers
quality news and analysis. Judged for
writing quality, depth of reporting,
completeness, balance, clarity and
social/community
importance.
3.
Sports Reporting: A single
story up to 800 words on any sports
event, person or situation. Judged
for reporting quality, writing quality,
clarity, completeness and balance.
4.
Opinion Column Writing: A
columnorablogentryonasinglesubject,
such as politics, education, student’s
life, arts, etc. Judged for originality,
argumentative
power,
reader
impact and expertise in the subject.
5.
Best
Photography:
One
news related photo or feature photo.
Judged for visual appeal, freshness
and technical and aesthetic quality.
6.
Best Page Design: A page that
best reflects the integration of stories,
photos, art, editing, headlines and
design. Judged for effectiveness, clarity
and visual appeal of the presentation.
7.
Video storytelling: A single
original video that reports on an
issue of community importance. Up

to 10 minutes in length. Judged for
storytelling ability, overall presentation,
reader interest, technical and aesthetic
quality and creative use of the medium.

Entry Procedures
•
Three is the limit of entries
that may be submitted by an individual.
However, no single piece ofwork maybe
submitted in more than one category.
•
Email
your
submissions
not later than 5 p.m. on April
4, 2014 to this email address:
0tterrrealm2014@h0tmail.c0m
•
Write
on
the
subject
fine of the email the content
category you want to participate.
•
Write on the body of the
email the following information:
Full name, phone number, major
at CSUMB and email address.
•
We accept URLs for entries,
plus a variety of digital files. Allowable
file types are PDF, doc, jpg, and gif.
For best results make a PDF. Total
maximum upload size is 3 MB per
file for all types of files. You can
submit an URL if your material is
published on a website.
Videos
must be submitted as URLs only.

Judging & Prizes
Entries will be judged by professional
journalists and professors of media
studies from outside of the Cal State
Monterey Bay. Winners will get a
prize in the form of a gift certificate
and will be invited to an award
ceremony that will take place on May 7.

Questions?
Call contest coordinator professor
Estella Porras (831-582-3929) or
send an e-mail with your questions to
eporras@csumb.edu with “otter realm
awards question” in the subject line.
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What Movie Do You Think Will Win Best Picture?
The Wolf of
Wallstreet

American
Hustle
Mario Chavez

Aaron Vargas

JUNIOR, KIN

SOPHOMORE, ENVS

12 Years a
Slave

Captain
Phillips

Monique Yniguez
SENIOR, CD

Alex Rosselet
SENIOR, KIN

American

The Wolf of
Wallstreet

Hustle
Dillon McBride
JUNIOR, PSY

Destiny Weight
SOPHOMORE, HCOM

